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Why a residents' 
hairman could 


divide a council 


No poll in 
7 parish 
and town 
councils 

THERE wlU only bo elections tor two of 
the nine town and parish council* In 
Basildon District. 

Parish council elections can be held 
every four years. 

However, a poll only has to take place 
for Individual parish councils, or wards 
lot town I, .mulls, if mote candidates are 
nominated than there are available seals. 


By JON AUSTIN 
Politics! reporter 
j0naustmon4e.com 

A POWER struggle could 
erupt within a parish council 
if a leading member of the 
local residents’ association 
is voted in. 

Ramsden Crays Parish 
Council faces a contested elec 
tion next month, with Tina 
Borer, chairman of Crays Hill 
Residents' Association stand 
mg against the five sitting 
councillors 

Were she to win a seat, it 
would mean an existing mem 
her losing theirs. 

There has been tension 
between both organisations 
ever since a member of the res- 
idents association reported 


U Residents' 
association chairman 
challenges for seat 
□ She says she can 
help to deliver local 
projects 

parish councillor John Dornan. 
who is also a Tory Basildon dis 
trict councillor, to the stan 
dards board 

It came after he told its mem 
bers to "wake up and smell the 
coffee" after Basildon Council 
leader Malcolm Buckley failed 
to show up to one of the associ- 
ation's meetings about trav 
ellers The groups don't see eye- 
to eye on future traveller site 
provision in the district. 


This is because the assoc la 
tion favours the creation of 
more caravan pitches In 
Basildon, so illegally camped 
travellers at Dale Farm. Crays 
Hill, can be moved. 

The parish council, however, 
say the district as a whole has 
done enough. 

The association was also dis 
appointed the parish council 
did not support the residents’ 
association’s Elifi.OOO plans for a 
nature reserve in Crays HU1 
recreation ground, because it 
feared it would be left with a 
hefty bill for maintenance. 
David McPherson Davis. Ram 
sden Crays Parish Council 
chairman, declined to com- 
ment. 

Mr Dornan said Anyone can 
stand in a democracy and it 


will be down to the electorate to 
decide who they want on the 
council." 

Miss Borer denied she was 
standing because of the rift, 
and said it was because she felt 
she could make a difference. 

She said: “This ts a separate 
issue. There are things in the 
village which need a bit of new 
energy and life breathed into 
them. 1 think I can do that.” 

She said the association 
could come up with ideas, but 
did not have the authority to 
get things done. 

She added: "The nature 
reserve is one example of this 
"I understand then* were 
funding Issues, but we could 
have taken the project forward 
and need to work together." 


If there an* too few nomination*, or on 
exact number or nominations, then* Is no 
poll and the candidate* are elected unop- 
posed. 

On May 1 and 2. there will only be elec- 
tions in Ramsden Cray* Parish Council 
and the BUlcrtcay West ward for 
BiUericay Town Council. 

This means across Basildon district 
there will be no elections for the 
Blllertcay East and Btllcrtcay South West 
wards on the town council. 

There will also be no contest for parish 
councils serving Great Burstond and 
South Green. Little Burstead. Noak 
Bridge, and Ramsden Bellhouse. 

The election for the newly created 
parish council of Shotgate was only held 
last year, so there ts no need for another 
contest this year. 

The count for Rumsdon Crays will take 
place on the evening of Thursday. May l 
The count for BiUericay West takes place 
on the morning of Friday, May 2. 



Anyone can stand in a democracy and it 
will be down to the electorate to decide 
who they want on the council 



